
written by Randy Tumber

It’s a sunny, Saturday afternoon. You finish your 
morning errands and stop to feel the warmth on 
your face. Where do you yearn to be? If you’re 
like me, you would like to be at the closest beach, 
lake or cottage. Why? Because for humans, there 
is nothing quite like the experience of relaxing 
close to a body of water.

If the beach is not handy, you may find yourself 
contemplating owning a piece of water in your 
backyard in the shape of a swimming pool. 
Nothing says “summer” like sitting poolside with 
friends enjoying a Corona. In recent years, many 
families have decided to feather their family nest 
with this investment. 

Imagine the possibilities: 7:03 a.m: wake-up 
session in the pool, 5:37 p.m: after-work dip in 
the pool with the kids or better still 10:29 p.m: a 

romantic rendezvous in the pool.
A well-designed entertainment space centred 

on a swimming pool can change the way you 
spend your time at home. This is true for more 
than just the summer season, as a well-thought-
out installation with masterfully implemented 
landscape lighting becomes a beautiful focal 
point all times of the year. It can even be 
mesmerizing in wintertime.

Overwhelming options
When considering a pool, you will quickly find 
that the many choices are overwhelming.  Your 
choices are Vinyl, Fiberglass, Concrete or a 
Natural Swimming Pond.

Now let us simplify things and dispel some 
of the myths.The pool industry has come 
a long way. The reality is the bad raps that 
many pool companies get are often the result 
of bad practices carried over from decades 
past. Choosing a progressive company that is 
concerned about ongoing education means 
they will likely apply new materials, hydraulic 
principles and energy-efficient equipment that 
reduce maintenance and energy consumption.  

Questions regarding 
contractors?

the company provide it?

insurance certificates?
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the company?

recommendations does the 
company have? i.e. homestars.ca

to upgrade their education on 
technical and hydraulics standards? 

and plumbing techniques. For 
example, make sure minimum 2-inch 
plumbing and valves are used.

hook for any problems?

Decide pool’s purpose
There is such a wide fluctuation in pricing 
depending on size, construction and options 
that one must first zero in on either preferred 
functionality, or budget, or both.

Answer these questions. Are you most 
interested in function or aesthetic form? Is this 
pool for swimming laps or socializing around? 
What will be your specific bather load on a 
daily or weekly basis? Proper sanitation for that 
number of swimmers will need to be calculated. 

Smaller pools have been the trend in recent 
years to minimize operating costs and because 
the pool may be merely for looking at as an 
artistic statement.  Also, you may only be 
interested in occasionally splashing in the pool 
to cool off.  

In tighter spaces, priority may be for large 
adjacent patios. In the past, surrounding terraces 
were often too small for the reality of modern 
umbrellas, chez lounges and dining facilities. 
This need not require an overwhelming slab, but 
perhaps multilevel terraces for a more intriguing 
environment.

Basic Options
A quick primer on basic construction choices will 
be helpful. Above-ground pools come in first 
place for affordability but are limited in design 
options. In-ground installations can be more 
interesting and integrated into interesting, hilly 
locations and landscapes.

An entry-level choice would be a traditional 

vinyl-lined, steel-walled pool that would require 
you to replace the liner every decade or so 
depending on water chemistry, maintenance and 
various conditions. A one-piece fibreglass pool 
is a popular upgrade for both quality and price. 
These are very strong structurally and the many 
configurations and colours can be upgraded 
with ceramic tile accents. It is an urban myth that 
these are somehow not suited to the freeze-thaw 
winter cycle. They actually represent great value 
in the long run as there is minimal maintenance 
involved, they are easily repairable if an issue 
arises and they have a 25-year warranty.  

A concrete gunite or shotcrete install runs at 
the top end of the scale due to the labour costs 
attached with constructing these on site, but offer 
limitless options for custom shapes and tile or 
other finishes, not to mention attached hot tubs 
and water features. While these structures can 
last many decades, they do require expensive 
upkeep occasionally through their lifespan. 
New to this list are natural swimming pools that 
are much like ponds with increased biological 
filtration designed to handle regular swimming, 
but present challenges when you desire to 
maintain traditional pool temperatures.

Design and layout
It is common for families to feel they would like to 
get the pool in right away and then perhaps work 
on embellishing the surroundings in following 
years. However, you should not move forward 
until you have considered the overall picture. 
Often, only a pool construction company is 
consulted about getting a vessel installed ASAP, 
so key design factors are not considered until 
a later time. It is best to take a little time up 
front to consider the vessel as one piece of the 
landscape puzzle. Preparing a Landscape Master 
Plan before you start thinking about pool options 
will force you to consider your surroundings and 
your budget.

approach or finish? Thought should be given 
to protection from the prevailing winds and 
fragrances and what is the best orientation for 
capturing sunlight given the time of day it will 
be used. Far too often in the past, pools were 
placed distant from the home and segregated 



off with chain-link fencing, creating just enough 
of a barrier to prevent families from using them 
regularly. The pool must be intimately integrated 
into your home’s natural flow.

What types of adjacent facilities are necessary 
to house the utilities and provide change rooms, 
bathroom or sauna facilities and to prevent wet 
feet from tracking footprints into the house?  Are 
you interested in eventually adding an outdoor 
barbecue station or kitchen facilities?  Can the 

excavated fill be used to create an intriguing 
multilevel environment rather than paying to 
have it trucked away?  Which existing trees 
and rockery are important to retain? Can safety 
fencing be camouflaged in the landscape or can 
wrought iron be utilized in order to become an 
architectural feature?  Where would the pool best 
capture and reflect light back to the viewer? 

Attention to detail                 
Attention to detail with regard to colour and 
pool and patio finishes is important. Small visual 
details may add little further cost but can elevate 

your installation from the norm to spectacular. 
Can the location of the pool skimmer be placed 
out of sight from the main usage areas? Have 
efforts been made to disguise or replace the 
white plastic skimmer clean-out lid with a 
matching material?  What type of pool light 
and how many fixtures will properly illuminate 
your pool while ensuring there is no glare back 
towards the viewer?  Would you enjoy holders 
being placed in your pool or patio to hold 

freestanding umbrellas?
Obviously, thinking about all these points 

will result in the best overall design. Your 
expectations should be high with regard to 
service, a construction relationship that you are 
comfortable with, the quality of the products 
specified and attention to detail.

Upgrades and options
Let’s sort through some of the main upgrades 
available, focusing on only the ones that will 
have a dramatic impact on your project. 

Originating in luxury resorts, design options 

for your pool now include things like negative or 
infinity edges where the water visually connects 
to and reflects your surrounding landscape. Sun 
shelves are six to 12 inches in depth, either in 
the shallow or deep end of the pool, allowing 
children and adults to lounge on them. The 
water warms up quickly from the sun, but allows 
you to feel refreshed as you lay in the water with 
a drink in hand. A freestanding umbrella insert 
can also be added in this space. 

A ‘beach entry’ can allow for young and old 
to easily saunter into the pool, rather than the 
shock of having to jump right in. Some fibreglass 
models now include an option of a built-in 
swim-up bar, similar to ones you enjoyed on that 
vacation to Mexico. The integral strength of a 
fibreglass shell also allows you to easily add on 
a ‘lazy river’ option that can be turned on and off 
remotely to allow you to swim into the current 
for exercise.

A spill-over spa can be attached to your pool 
and make for a very interesting water feature 
as it flows into the pool. However, it may mean 

the hot tub is inconvenient to use once the pool 
itself is closed. A stand-alone hot tub closer to 
your home may get more year-round use. Other 
water features and waterfalls can circulate water 
into your pool and be built adjacent to your pool, 
allowing for a wonderful swim experience. 

Hi-tech options
Ever-advancing technology has introduced 
automatic cleaners that greatly reduce the 

need for you to do any vacuuming at all. The 
marketplace now offers automatic covers with 
many models. Home automation systems 
give you the opportunity to remotely access 
information about your pool and home, adjust 
the flow of water features and turn on the garden 
stereo, security cameras, landscape lighting and 
irrigation. All of this can be accessed from your 
iPhone, computer or in-wall touch panel.

The pool equipment itself has dramatically 
evolved on all counts including the popular salt 
chlorine generator that uses salt to generate a 
much lower parts per million of chlorine, resulting 
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in a finish that not only feels good on your skin 
and hair, but does not sting as it matches the 
salinity of our eyes.

Now you can use pool filters that need to 
be cleaned once per season and eliminate the 
need to backwash weekly (backwashing wastes 
water and chemicals) and brings you in line 
with incoming backwash bylaws. Revolutionary 

to adjust the flow to precisely the turnover rates 
needed for your pool, to literally save 60 to 90 
per cent on your energy consumption.

Array of finishes 
Perhaps of even more importance to you may be 
filtering through the particular finishes available 
for the surrounding terraces, coping or edging, 
be they natural stone, man-made concrete 
options similar to traditional precast pavers or 
patterned concrete. Specifying what style of 
cabana, gazebo and poolside bar with built-in 
playhouse, outdoor fire pits, pizza ovens and 
kitchen facilities you want will further add to the 
excitement of your pool experience.    

Landscape lighting may rarely be mentioned 
early in the decision-making process, but 
represents a huge value to your environment.  Even 
if it may not be installed right away, construction 
is the ideal time to lay the inexpensive conduits, 
making installation of lighting, irrigation and 
garden stereo simple later.

You need to keep in mind the romance and 
emotional return of a glowing body of water that 
transmits a shimmering aura to the surrounding 
landscape.  Your environment can continue to 
be seductive, engaging and useful even after 
the sun goes down and you’re no longer actually 
swimming in it.

There’s a lot more to consider than just what 
shape your pool should be.  But, by working 
through some of the important function versus 
aesthetic choices, you can be confident that the 
money you are investing in your home will be 
an investment in your lifestyle for many years 
to come.

AD SPACE


