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There’s something refreshing about swim-
ming in natural water, whether in the sea, lake, pond or 
river. For those who prefer to cavort in fresh water, away 
from lane markers and the smell of chlorine, there is an 
alternative to heading out to the local swimming hole. 
Welcome to the world of natural swimming ponds, 
where the magic of growing plants makes it possible to 
enjoy a safe dip in clean, fresh water. 

Natural swimming ponds first appeared in the 

No chlorine or chemicals are necessary in a natural swimming pond — 
the plants do all the work.   BY BRIAN SLEMMING

A dip in the  pond 

mid 1980s in Germany and Austria. Since then they 
have become increasingly popular in Italy and Spain. 
Although firm numbers are difficult to obtain, the 
common speculation is that Europe now boasts between 
25,000 and 30,000 swimming ponds. They have been 
constructed in private gardens for family use, in hotels 
and, particularly in Germany, by municipalities for 
public swimming. The German municipal facilities are 
used year-round, summer for swimming and winter 

8   |   JUNE 2006   |   LANDSCAPE TRADES JUNE 2006   |   LANDSCAPE TRADES   |   9

for skating — a concept well-suited to 
the Canadian climate. In the past three 
years the idea has spread to the U.K. and 
there are now a handful of companies and 
architects constructing natural swimming 
ponds in North America.

It only looks natural
So, what is so special about natural swim-
ming ponds? Ironically, they aren’t really 
all that natural. The ponds are carefully 
designed and constructed. Although the 
continual cleaning of the water by the sur-
rounding plants is a naturally occurring 
event, swimming ponds also use pumps 
and aeration to improve the performance of 
the plants. Nevertheless, a well-constructed 
swimming pond displays no evidence of the 
plumbing and allows its owner to enjoy all 
the attributes of a garden pond. It offers a 
variety of water plants, an opportunity for 
a cool dip in the summer or a brisk skate 
through the winter. 

How does it work?
A natural swimming pond is one large pond 
divided in two by a wall that separates the 
larger and deeper swimming area from the 
more shallow vegetative area. This dividing 
wall extends from the pond bed to within 
one to two inches below the pond’s surface. 
The water is continually circulated between 
the two areas by a circulating pump. Water 
is forced from the swimming area to the 
planting area where it passes through a 
skimmer to remove floating debris. Then 
the plants take over and the roots take their 
nutrients out of the water. Nature receives a 
mechanical helping-hand from the pumping 
system, which draws the water down into 
the gravel bed of the plant area. The water 
is then discharged back into the swimming 
zone. Drawing the water down through 
the root systems allows the plants to take 
up the nutrients which would otherwise 
create unwanted algae. The most important 
thing is to maintain the circulation from the 

swimming zone through the vegetative area 
and back into the swimming pond.

Will Woodhouse of Woodhouse Land-
scape Ltd. has become quite a specialist 
swimming pond construction. His business 
is based just outside of Cambridge, England. 
He was one of the first in the U.K. to 
recognize the potential for constructing 
these garden features. “One of the biggest 
misconceptions that potential buyers have is 
that natural swimming ponds can be created 
from existing water features. They cannot. 
The ponds have to be dug, graded, lined and 
have extensive plumbing installed.” 

Woodhouse uses a skid steer loader to 
dig out the initial pond which is sloped 
— one foot rise for every three horizontal 
feet will keep the sides from collapsing. The 
top of the excavated hole will be the area for 
planting. It should taper from a depth of 18 
inches to two to three inches around the 
pond’s edge. The two halves, for swimming 

This natural swimming pond (left), created by Tumber and Associates 
of Orangeville, Ont., looks as though the pond has always been there, 
with beautiful flora and fauna to keep the pond environment healthy.

Although natural swimming ponds aren’t yet 
a common garden feature in North America, contractors 
such as Par-Bro Design Build Ltd. of Vaughan, Ont., who created 
this award-winning design, are pioneers in this trend.

Another creation by Tumber and Associates (below), who were 
commissioned to design an inviting swimming and recreational area 
where both adults and children could enjoy a natural setting.

continued on page 10
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and plants, should cover about the same surface area. This 
will ensure that the planted area is capable of cleaning the 
swimming area. Lining is the next step. “It’s complicated to 
line,” says Woodhouse. “The pond will often have unexpected 
shapes and bumps, then it has to go up the vertical wall which 
surrounds the swimming area, over the top and down to the 
bed of the vegetative area.” There is a continuing debate about 
the most efficient liner. “Many people are using rubber, but I 
find that is more likely to sag. We use a PVC material which is 
harder wearing but it does require special welding expertise,” 
Woodhouse explains.

Once the liner is in place the bottom should be covered with 
four to five inches of gravel. The gravel bed in the planting area 
is mixed with a substrate to form a growing medium for the 
plants. It also carries the aeration system and the pipes which, 
when connected to the pump, pull the water down through 
the plant’s roots, thus forcing the plants to take up the available 
nutrients and, in effect, clean the water before the pumping 
system returns the water to the swimming area.

continued on page 12

Europe leads the way in creating natural swimming ponds and converting 
a typical swimming pool to a natural swimming pond where plants maintain 
a clean swimming environment.

Photos courtesy BIO
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On one thing everyone agrees — there 
is no requirement for chlorine or other 
chemicals, nor is weekly or monthly cleaning 
required. It is as close to lake-swimming as 
one can get without driving to the lake. 
An added plus is that swimmers have no 
concern over whether the lake is polluted or 
not. Keep your plant area healthy and you 
can dive headfirst into a project that you 
know is free of pollutants and chemicals 
and which will never need emptying and 
repainting.         LT

Brian Slemming is a Toronto-based freelance 

writer whose articles have appeared in the 

National Post.

 
Backyard oasis
Renate Heidersdorf is one of Canada’s 
foremost artists. She runs her own gallery as 
well as a school for artists in Beaconsfield, 
Que., on the westernmost part of the island 
of Montreal. Some years ago she and her 
soon-to-be husband travelled through 
northern Europe. “I couldn’t help noticing 
how many gardens had natural looking 
ponds in them. I said to my future husband 
‘I would really like to have a pond like 
these.’” The wish became reality when he 
built a pond in the garden of their home 
in Beaconsfield. “It really is in a residential 
subdivision. We have about a half-acre lot 
and our swimming pond is 48 feet long by 
12 feet wide.” In the centre of the swimming 
area the pond is six feet deep. The pond was 
designed and built by a fellow artist Sylvain 
Racine and Renate’s husband. Rather than 
sloping the sides, Racine opted to use a series 
of terraces. The pool is lined and has been 
operating without any artificial cleaning for 
the past five years. “I just love my pool. We 
have a group of koi in the pond. I swim with 
them and over the years they have become 
very friendly and they swim alongside me.” 

The pond operates with the assistance of 
three pumps. The Heidersdorfs do not use 
the pond for skating in the winter because 
of the location. “The pond is between two 
old and large trees and every fall we rig a 
large net over the pond to stop the leaves 
falling into the water. The net makes skating 
impossible,” explains Heidersdorf.

Pool or pond?
The cost of constructing a natural 
swimming pond is as variable as the 
cost of installing a traditional swimming 
pool. It will depend on size, terrain and 
complexity. However, a good rule of thumb 
is that there will be very little difference 
between the cost of a swimming pond 
and a similar-sized traditional pool. Apart 
from the aesthetics, the real advantage 
of the swimming pond is the minimal 
maintenance required. Woodhouse suggests 
that a once-a-year cleaning of the pond is 
sufficient. Woodhouse is also opposed to 
the idea of fish in the swimming area as 
they could become a pollution creator, but 
the experience of the Heidersdorfs appears 
to refute that position. 

The natural swimming pond 
is a chemical-free water feature. 

Photos courtesy BIO
TO
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written by Randy Tumber APLD, CLD, CHT 
photography by Jason Jayne

Art in Nature Series: Ostrich Fern 
What can simultaneously delight a local foodie, 
pteridologist and a Bishop? A Matteuccia 
Struthiopteris – otherwise known as an Ostrich (or 
Shuttlecock) fern.

Are you watching for any signal of the symphony 
of spring to begin?  Plant lovers including myself 
hope for the first appearance of an Ostrich fern 
head, which creates the same excitement as 
seeing crocus or tulips. This darling of native 
plants has a truly diverse appeal.

Ferns are not of major economic importance, 
yet they have exerted their influence through 
the years as an inspiration in art and design, as 
a rite of the season for those who gather them in 
early spring (and Bracken and Cinnamon ferns) as 
fiddleheads for food or plant them as ornamentals 
in natural landscape design.  They have also been 
featured in mythology, medicine, and today many 
such as the Boston fern are kept as houseplants or 
used for cut foliage.

They grow as rhizomes with ‘feelers’ or lateral 
stolons that spread out to become new crowns 
and often are colony-forming in the right setting.  
The Ostrich fern grows taller than most in North 
America to 100-170 cm tall and 20-35 cm broad 
with long-tapering fronds to the base but are short-
tapering to the tip, so that they resemble ostrich 
plumes, hence the name.  The fertile fronds are 
shorter, 40-60 cm long and turn brown when they 
ripen they in autumn, and persist erect over the 
winter and release the spores in early spring. 

The
Spring
Fern



Value in Landscaping
The Ostrich fern represents one of my favourite 
brushes in my palate of ultimate choices for use 
in a residential landscape because they offer 
a somewhat rare mixture of being uniquely 
ornamental and native in origin.  Just as an artist 
looks for techniques to introduce texture and 
depth to a painting, ferns offer the same warmth 
to your beloved outdoor spaces, whether to 
improve a natural transition from a nearby forest 
or to add layers and emotion just off your patio.

Properly located in shade or partial sun for 
maximum spring and summer attention, they 
are very low maintenance as they fill-in key 
transitional plantings.  They can easily be moved 
with minimal soil around the rhizome either in 
early spring before they unfurl or in late summer 
or fall if they are trimmed back a little.  Of late 
many are enjoying the especially unique colours 
and interest of hybrids such as the Japanese 
Painted fern. Other ideas include using Ostrich 
fern or even some others, such as some types of 
Boston fern to create a very distinctive and easy 
care seasonal planter!.

Pattern & Symbolism
You need not become a pteridologist, a specialist 
in the study of ferns, to be tickled by the beauty of 
its mature feathery form. The spring emergence 
is also stirring as the new leaves typically unfurl 
and expand by the unrolling of a tight spiral 
called a crozier or fiddlehead. This uncurling 
of the leaf is termed circinate vernation (from 
vernal meaning spring) and this allows the tender 
growing tip of the frond to be protected within 
a coil.  Throughout history this crozier shape has 
been linked to Western Christianity’s symbol and 
shepherd’s staff used by a Bishop or head of 
Church and is said to have inspired the scrollwork 
at the top of a violin. 

In the Victorian era “Pteridomania”’ for fern 
collecting and fern motifs exploded in decorative 
art including pottery, glass, metals, textiles , wood, 
printed paper, and sculpture. Growing ferns 
indoors even led to the development of the glass 
terrarium or “Wardian case”, a glazed cabinet 
that would exclude air pollutants and maintain the 
necessary humidity. Further inspiration resulted 
from the dried form of ferns being used as a 
stencil or directly inked into a design and even 
spawned the patented nature printing process 
into a soft lead plate by artist Henry Bradbury.



By summer the fronds have sprung up to four-
foot tall soldiers, revealing the feathery army of 
leaves that often define our woodland ferns even 
in the places where they were properly harvested!  
What a fantastic excuse to get outside and hunt 
for them locally to kick start the feeling of spring 
and renewed activity.

Hopefully you now have a better appreciation 
for this storied example of another natural wonder 
that has produced the inspiration and joy that is to 
be had at the intersection of outdoor exploration 
and an admiration for the color, form and even 
food found in the art in nature! 

Randy Tumber has been designing and installing 
award winning landscapes for 35 years.  For more 
info see tumber.ca or randytumber.com

Eating
Ostrich fern fiddleheads are not only a delectable 
spring vegetable for modern ‘foodies’ but as a 
native plant have been well known and eaten for 
centuries by indigenous peoples in this country and 
later by the early settlers.  Little wonder, as they 
resemble the flavours of asparagus, green beans, 
broccoli and even artichoke, all mixed together!

This is where their story really heats up 
nutritionally – recent research by Dr. DeLong at the 
Atlantic Food and Horticulture Research Centre in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia reveals that in addition to 
being high in fibre, rich in vitamins A and C, niacin, 
potassium, phosphorous, iron and other minerals, 
fiddleheads also contain significant amounts of 
omega-3 and 6 fatty acids. Topping even that, 
“the fiddlehead’s total antioxidant activity is 
twice that of blueberries,” adds Dr. DeLong on 
the Agriculture Canada website, making them the 
pinnacle of a local, sustainable and delicious food 
for many health conscious people.

When it comes to picking fiddleheads the 
best time to harvest lasts only 2 – 4 weeks in 
late April and early May when they are about 
10-12 centimetres high. They must be collected 
before the tightly curled heads begin to unfurl 
otherwise if they are too mature they will have a 
bitter, unpleasant taste. Always remember to pick 
only two or three tops per plant of the seven it 
produces each year to ensure that you do not kill 
the plant and are contributing to its sustainability 
and your feast next year!

Fresh is always best, but you can save them in 
water in the fridge for up to a month and preserve 
them in the freezer to enjoy this unique flavour 
later into the year when they become quite 
expensive to purchase. They can even be pickled 
or marinated and make fabulous soups, quiches 
and stir-fries.  Be sure to wash them thoroughly 
as it is possible for fiddleheads to trap potentially 
harmful microflora in the tightly curled fronds.  
Cooking time recommended by health authorities 
is ten minutes if boiled and twenty if steamed. 
There are many and varied recipes to indulge 
in, but perhaps the unfamiliar should start with 
a simple classic to get inspired: merely sauté in 
fresh garlic and butter and season with salt and 
pepper and enjoy!
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written by Randy Tumber APLD, CLD, CHT 
photography by Jason Jayne

In many areas, the record-breaking rainy spring 
put a real damper on our usual seasonal activities.  
But for those into collecting rain, the harvest was 
great! More and more people fit this category, as 
we are now quite informed about the impending 
environmental issues affecting perhaps our 

greatest undervalued resource – while many of 
us reading this have the cheapest water in the 
civilized world.  

The demands on our limited amount of fresh 
water are quickly outpacing supply.  In fact, water 
restrictions and metered usage bills have already 
been a reality for many of us for years. Because 
our supply is finite, it is necessary to not only 
conserve water but also find ways to capture it 
for reuse in some of our everyday applications 
that don’t require “potable” or drinking quality 
water.  Why?

According to the E.P.A. the average American 
family of 4 uses approximately 400 gallons (1500 
Litres) of water per day, 120 gallons (450 L) of 
which are used outdoors, where drinking water 
is totally wasted. Of the remaining 280 gallons 
(1060 L) used indoors, approximately half needs 
to be potable.  With a little change to our 
thinking and habits, huge improvements can be 
made to lower the impact on the 1% of fresh 
water that is actually available for us to use on 
this blue planet.

Have you changed your usage habits?  Looking 
back, I used to leave the water tap running the 
whole time I was brushing my teeth and when I 
was rinsing the dishes, but the facts show changing 
these habits does not obfuscate our responsibility 
to do more.  One obvious choice is to better 
utilize good ideas like rainwater harvesting 
so we can more easily make the transition to 
better conservation. This practice is common or 
mandatory in many parts of the world such as 
Australia, Germany, Belgium and California and 
is sometimes the only source of water. 

“Rain is the biggest resource we have and we 
can make it available all year round if we have 
sensible storage opportunities,” says Stephanie 
Blencker of the Stockholm International Water 
Institute. Finding eco-solutions that have 
additional benefits means we are more likely 
to implement them, because in this part of the 
world we are still creatures who make decisions 
based largely on immediate and personal 

Rainwater 
Harvesting
in the Landscape



reaches the curb. 
 A universal component to a collection system 

is the cistern, or holding tank, that may be more 
appropriately located underground considering 
your available space or desire to camouflage it 
or avoid mosquito and contamination issues. 
These holding units can be created with simple 
plastic or relatively inexpensive concrete septic 
tanks or by utilizing a newer approach consisting 
of wrapping a hollow, expandable matrix material 
in a watertight liner, which can be completely 
covered and landscaped over i.e. concrete, 
permeable pavers used to create a patio that 
allows water to filter through and be collected. 
This again may be a way to satisfy your outdoor 
entertaining requirements with a solution that’s 
good for the environment as well.

When sizing these containers it is important to 
start with a simple calculation of how much rain 
your roof (one side or both) or permeable patio 
can collect, compared to how much water you 
will need. This can be done using available online 
calculators. Surprisingly, 1 inch of rain on a 2000 
sq. ft. roof creates 1250 gallons of water.  The 
amount of average annual rainfall you get locally 
is important to consider, as generally you require 

more than 8 inches per year to warrant installing 
a system. It is also a good idea to circulate the 
water in these tanks, thus another reason to install 
a sustainable water feature of some kind. 

While many of these ideas may be most 
appropriate in a residential setting, there are 
nonetheless many commercial applications where 
the needs or associated costs of using water may 
make it very attractive to consider using existing 
roof space or other surfaces to capture and reuse 
this “blue gold.” 

 It is amazing to consider that with the limited 
supply of water on this planet, we are literally using 
the same water in this massive enclosed terrarium 
that dinosaurs once drank!  And with at least 36 
American states anticipating water shortages by 
2013, even under non-drought conditions this is 
a real-life scenario where we can think globally 
and act locally. 

This highlights the need for us to continue to 
adapt our daily usage habits, as well as implement 
practical solutions such as rainwater harvesting.  
In that case, any looming clouds on the horizon 
might well be considered a very good thing. 

Doing something for the environment, and 
yourself, never looked and felt so good!

family.  While the tank can be properly sized to fit 
your water needs and be hidden underground, 
the visible focal point may become a ‘pondless’ 
waterfall (re-circulating waterfalls with reservoir 
or ‘pond’ underground) or decorative fountain 
or statuary that also makes your friends ‘green’ 
with envy!

In some regions, the ability to use this locally 
stored water to protect your property from 
wildfires can create piece of mind. Taking this 
a step further to the indoors, the water needs 
for laundry and flushing our toilets can be met 
by creating a separate plumbing system in your 
home for these ‘grey’ or non-potable water 

needs. In recent years, many municipalities 
have amended their building codes to allow for 
these dual plumbing systems, which can also be 
adapted to properly filter and sanitize collected 
rain water for these requirements.  Turning this 
into drinking water takes a little more care to 
avoid contaminants but can also be dealt with. 

Solutions
These ideas may sound appealing but what can 
you do to capitalize on them? The first step for 
many is to take advantage of a local subsidy for 
installing a rain barrel at home and start using 
this gravity feed contraption to water plants 
or fill car wash buckets. Some expand with 
‘downspout disconnect programs,’ creating 
a D.I.Y. configuration by linking multiple free 
barrels together and returning any overflow to a 
designated area that keeps water away from the 
foundation while letting it seep into the ground.

 You may want to use this extra supply of water 
to create a Rain Garden to cultivate your green 
thumb. This is simply a garden with appropriate 
water loving plants located in an area that will 
receive, slow down and benefit from rain water 
as it passes over a lawn, and catch it before it 
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use, there are other more serious environmental 
concerns that can be addressed, such as erosion 
and urban surface run-off issues due to the 
99% impermeability of our concrete jungles. 
This is the number one cause of pollution to 
our existing rivers and lakes, which at the same 
time depletes our water tables.  We assist with 
storm water management by diverting this flow 
to our rainwater harvesting tank systems for reuse 
onsite, and where any overflow can recharge our 
ground water if we create soak away pits to allow 
infiltration to refill local aquifers. 

  
Tips & Practical Uses:
Once you realize that you are washing your car 
with drinking water, your desire to use naturally 
‘softened’ rain water may heighten, literally saving 

you money in water charges and salt for your 
softener.  At times, 50-70% of household water 
in this part of the world is also used to irrigate 
our lawns and gardens, so it is a natural choice to 
utilize a rain collection system to either water your 
veggies manually or plumb it into your automated 
irrigation system for huge water savings!  

If you have a hot tub, pool or larger scale pond 
or water feature, you know that the ability to 
refill the water lost to evaporation or leaks with 
‘free’ rain water would be immeasurable to your 
maintenance time and cost, depending on where 
you live.  If you don’t have an existing water 
feature, this could be the ‘eco’ reason you need; 
to install one that allows you to collect and use rain 
water while creating a feature on your property 
that adds positive emotional benefits for your 
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benefits. For this reason we like to propose 
hybrids of this age-old idea that simultaneously 
accomplish an investment in your lifestyle and 
equity in your property.

Long before this was a hot ‘green’ topic, 
humans throughout history have been using 
common sense to collect water to solve their 
needs.  Ancient wells, cisterns and open pools 
were created to capture and transport life-giving 
H2O and often became beautiful architectural 
features in themselves.  What had died out from 
our agricultural consciousness is suddenly relevant 
again with subsidies for cisterns and rain barrels 
of many forms that can likewise be attractive focal 
points for your home.

These practical solutions are often an 
afterthought that becomes something of an 

eyesore in the landscape.  Why not think about 
solutions to these real everyday issues that 
integrate with your property in a way that enhances 
the aesthetics of a place, making everyone 
happy?  For instance, using largely native plants 
in the landscape is not only a beautiful choice but 
contributes to less water use. Good landscape 
design places water features in close proximity 
to living spaces. This makes it an ideal location 
to reuse captured water to automatically top up 
water lost to evaporation in your pool, pond or 
water feature via a fresh water make-up valve.  
Incorporating water into your space makes it 
available to birds, butterflies, amphibians and all 
of the other small critters in the area, with many 
spin-off effects for you. 

Beyond the collection of rain water for personal 



Art in Nature Series:

Ode to Frost & Ice 

Unexpected Discoveries

written by Randy Tumber, APLD, CLD, CHT

What do you like about the onset of winter? The expected cold 
and associated inconvenience may not qualify, but perhaps the 
winter sports, activities and foods do! 

Or, if you are like me, it may be the simple, unexpected natural 
world discoveries and their often hidden beauty that are the best.  
These seasonal surprises in the ice and snow can be revealed to 
you if you focus on being aware of your surroundings; a challenge 
in this busy, modern-day life. 

Don’t the astonishing geometrical patterns that you awake to 
on the bedroom window seem ironic since they are created in 
the natural world –where the usual shapes are the very opposite 
of straight lines and sharp corners?

The beautifully intricate frost patterns are simply the freezing 
of water molecules reacting to a variety of catalysts in the 
environment, like dust or a grain of pollen. The typical feathery 
shapes branching off the linear spider-silk lines depend on 
numerous factors like surface temperature, air pressure and 
temperature, humidity and even imperfections of the surface.

Once addicted to the effects of frost, ice and snow you may 
wonder how you can encourage these elements in your winter 
landscape? Basically, by planning for these natural reactions to 
your established horticulture and any type of feature with water. 



Plants 
Thoughtful consideration to the effects of winter, 
not just when confronted with them, but in your 
design stage will determine your selection of 
plants for their winter characteristics. At this time 
of year the structure and shape of such becomes 
a prime feature – whether they will catch the 
snow or contrast and cast shadows on the winter 
wonderland. 

In nature it is often a landscape with a layered 
effect, as in the subtle brush strokes by a skilled 
painter, that evokes a response in winter. It is 
therefore important to try to recreate this effect for 
off-season textures. Composition is king in winter 
as these natural examples illustrate.

I like to mimic and create a symphony of 
textures and layers that bring this effect home in 
your own garden beds that connect your various 
landscaped areas.

Water   
Largely this relies on good landscape design that places a water 
feature in close proximity to your usual haunts around your property 
to maximize its impact on your daily life. Great landscape construction 
builds a feature that can run economically all winter to capitalize on 
the enjoyment of your investment all year. 

In this situation you should be able to enjoy the formation of ice and 
its patterns and structure on your waterfalls or pond from the comfort 
of your easy chair or breakfast table. Flowing water in an adjacent 
stream continues to evolve and advance as the temperatures remain 
below zero, rewarding you with something fresh each day.

Other features like pools or hot tubs can benefit by assessing how 
its location will interact with winter. Tremendous emotional appeal 
can result from placing a hot tub conveniently close to living areas, 
but still feel that they are nestled in nature where you can enjoy the 
snowfall on your face and an occasional snow angel when you are 
feeling brave!

Be sure to insert structures or elements like cast iron planters in 
your landscape that will add a sense of permanence and become 
interesting in themselves once a blanket of snow smothers the usual 
focal points



Hydrangea have a graceful wilt in which they appear tired from 
the change in season. The arching stems laden after the newest 
snowfall appear as foot soldiers in the storm. Plant them in groups 
of three or five or more for maximum effect.

Shrubs or other plants with an umbellate shape catch the snow 
and the frost and can become the interesting flesh that fills out the 
dark winter skeleton of these.

Fruit bearing trees and shrubs will obviously add more flowers 
to your space in spring, but rarely may be considered for the verve 
they donate in the late fall and even through the snowfall as a 
tribute to livelier times.

Stately Coniferous stand guard year round and are best stationed 
off a front walkway or entrance or to anchor the corner of your 
home and connect it to the landscape in all seasons. Aside from 
the enduring component these sentinels contribute, they also add 
another frosty layer of texture to bring the winter garden to life.

Burning Bush and other ornamental shrubs represent the 
subtle winter pleasures of structure that illuminate the specific 
bark and growth habits of these at a time when they can be 
noticed and appreciated.

You may have already learned 
the important life lesson of 
appreciation for these small 
and simple things. If not, 
please consider how these 
can improve your overall 
enjoyment of life and natural 
art in the off-season!

For more information go 
to www.tumber.ca or www.
randytumber.com.


